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STATEMENT BY COLONEL KIANG CHENG YING 
JUDGE, MILITARY COURT, GENERAL HEADQUARTERS, 
THE ELEVENTH WAR ZONE OF CHINA 


JAPANESE AGGRESSION, NARCOTIZATION AND ATROCITIES 
IN CHINA 


My name is Cheng-Ting KIANG, I am a native of Chi-Ho 
Hsien, Shangtung Prevince, China. I am 36 years old now, 
At present I am serving as a Judge of the Military Court 
for Trying Yar Crimsrals in the General Headquarters of the 
Rleventh War Zone of China. When the war broke out at Marco 
Polo Bridge on July 7th, 1937, I was Judge Advocate (with the 
rank of Colonel) of the Hopei-Chahar Pacification Headquarters 
under the comrander of General Sung Che-Yuen who was then 
conevrrently Commander of the 29th Army. I hereby make the 
following statement, concerning either events I have personal- 
ly gone through or facts the truth of which I can vouch out 
of my personal knowledge. 


(I) Prior to the ovtbreak of war at the Marco Polo Bridge 

on July 7th, 1937, Japanese troops in various varts of North 
China indvlged themselves in provocative acts, The following 
two incidents may be cited: 


(A) The case of loss of Japanese Army Horses at 
Feng-Tai, 


Sometime in the Winter of 1936 and in the Spring of . 
1937, a number of Japanese Army horses without any riders 
on ran into Chinese barracks, to the amazement of Chinese 
officers and soldiers. Japanese protested, charging Chinese 
soldiers with teking these horses by force. Chinese auther- 
ities had these horses sent back to the Japanese barracks 
by Chinese soldiers who were badly beaten by the Japanese 
soldiers there. As a result of the appeasement policy then 
adopted by our Government, the incident was closed through 
negotiation, 


. (B) The Case of a NYounded Japanese Soldier in Feng- 
ai, 


On a certain day in April, 1937, AKAFUJI, Soji ( 

) the Commander of Japanese Gendarme (military Police) 
stationed in Peiping, called at the Hopei-Chanar Pacification 
Headquarters, with a number of his subordinates, and protested 
that the Chinese Army at Fengtai took hostile action against 
the Japanese unit aZso stationed there by inflicting bayonet 
wounds upon a Japanese soldier. As the Chinese authorities 
had no report on the matter, I was ordered to proceed to 
Fengtai with Commander AKAFUJI to make investigations on 
the spot. In one of the Jepanese barracks there a Japanese 
soldier was found tc be siightly wounded by bayonet near the 
ribs,.. But, after detailed and careful examination which 
lsted up to 4 a.m. in the morning, responsibility on the 
Chinese side covld not be established. But the Japanese 
used this pretext and strongly demanded the withdrawal of 
the Chinese Army stationed at Fengtai. This demand was 
reluctantly complied with. Since Fengtai was a strategical 
key-point on the Peiping-Tientsin Railway south of Peiping 
the withdrawal of the Chinese Army there rendered it almost 
impossible to defend Peiping. War broke out at Marco Pole 
Bridge in less than 3 months thereafter. The case cited here 
nina pt | proved that Japanese aggression was carried out 
after deliberate and predetermined scheming and planning. 


PURL: http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/a38c43/ 


ve ie crane 10% 
- 


ig 


Doc, 1708 Page 2 


The Japanese units rsed to engage in maneuvering 
around Peiping. On Jvly 7th, 1937, in one of these maneu- 
vers, the Japanese claimed that one of the soldiers was 
nissing. They attributed it to the hostile action on the 
part of Chinese soldiers or Chinese veople, Withovt pre- 
viovs warring the Japanese rnits began to borbard the 
walled city of Weang Ping Hsien ard Arp & Subsequent 
irformation revealcod that Ceneral Tashiro ), Com- 
marder of the Japanese Garrison Forces in Tientsin, and one 
of his staff Kawachi ( ) were actvally resnonsible 
for this vnwarrarted act of war. The Chinese Government, 
throvgh divlomatic charnels, soveht to reach a peaceful 
settlement ty localizing the incident, On July 24th, the 
Chinese wilitary avthorities in Peiping even went as far as 
to order the removal of defence works at the gates of the 
city as well as in the wain streets inside the city. Quite 
vnexpectedly, however arourd 7 v,m. on Jvly 25th, a large 
number of Janenese soldiers forced their way from Marco Polo 
Bridge to Kwang An Menr, one of the gates of Peiping. Some 
of them did succeed in getting in. Brt the assavit was 
repvlsed. The next day, July 26th Japanese troops attacked 
simultanecvsiy Lang Feng, Feng Tai, Tung Hsien, Nan Yvan, 
which amounted to actval warfare. On July 2@th, the 
Chinese Army evacuated Peiping and retreated towards the 
Yest and the South, Thvs, Peiping fell into ‘the hands of 
Jananese Aggressors, Among the first who entered Peiping 
was Kozvki c ) the new Commander of Japanese Garrison 
Forces in Tientsin, the other irportant Japanese Army leaders 
being Sakurai ( ), Sakai ( and Matsui ( 

). The Japanese lost no time in capturing Tientsin 
Potine, Shihmeng, Tehchow, etc. This set the conflagration 
which lea to the Sino-Japanese Yaz and the Yorld “ar II. 

A series of provocative acis undertaken by the Japanese 
before tvly 7th, 1927 and the extensive operations there- 
after established beyond avy covpt that it was a war of 
aggression on the part of Japan, 


(II) Before the war broke out on Jvly 7th, 1937, Japan 

had engaeced in planning for continental expansion and in 
carrying cut ageression in NWortn China. This can be seen 
not only in the avove-mentioned events leading to the ovt- 
break of the war, but also in the Jepanese Opium and 
Narcotic Policy. Since 1936, many Japanese and Korean 
ruffians posifs. as reguisr werchants penetrated into various 
villages and towns in Nerta China and ergaged in manufsctour- 
ing and seliing of orilvm and ether narcovic drugs. Their 
nresence and their connections with questionable Chinese 
elements created many local distvzbances which were brorght 
to the attention of the Hopei-Chahar Pacification Headcvart- 
ers, As I was ther Judge Advocate of the said Heedgvarters, 
these facts came to my personel knowledge while discharging 
official dvties. Though the files were destroyed when 
Peining was evacvated in Jviy, 1937, they could easily be 
traced in the newsnaoers then nvbiished. These were not 
merely conducts of individvais, acting vpon their own 
volition. The Jananese Government was really hehind them, 
Otherwise, they covid have hardly spresd so widely over 
weriovs localities in North China. It can be fvrther proved 
by the fact that the orders issued by the Chinese Coverrment 
to tne local avthorities for tne exnvision of these notorious 
opivm and other drug dealers could not be csrriee cut, on 
ecenuns of the direct om indirect interference of either the 
Japanese Army or the Japanese Embassy or both. 
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Apart from poisoning the Chinese peoplé with opium 

and other nercotic drugs, the activities of these dealers 
were closely related to the war of aggression. Their 
presence in hinterlané&-and their connections with question- 
able Chirese elcments in different localities were very help- 
ful to the Japanese in collecting information of various 
nature and in getting acquainted with geographical features 
which are very vseful to them in carrying out a war of ag- 

ression, This covld be proved by the fact that the Japanese 

rmy captured the entire Province of Hopei within one month 
following the outbreak of war at the Marco Polo Bridge, 


Since the war started in 1937, the Japanese installed, 
vnder the pinret "North China Political Council", the Board 

of opivm-Suopvression, with branch offices in Peiping 

Tientsin, Tsinss., Tsingtao, Tangshan, Shihmeng and with sub- 
branches in many other cities, The purpose of these insti- 
tutions was, contrary to wnat was indicated by their names, 

to carry on large scale nercotization in China, Within speci- 
fied areas, planting of popoy was permitted vpon paying con- 
siderable tax to the Board of Cpivm-Suppression, License 

for opium retail shops and opium Gers were issved upon ap- 
plication an@ ravmert of fecs. Opivm, dvly taxed and stamped 
was treated as lavivl commodity that could be freely possessed 
transported and solid everywhere. Opium smokers can freely 
smoke it voon registration and payment of fees. Unstamped 
opium was regarded as swverled goods and was confiscated by 
the said Board. The confiscated opium was not destroyed but 
avctioned by the said Poard to bo sold by opium dealers, 


Most of the cpium fouid its way to the manufacturers 
of heroin. The manufactures and transpertation of heroin 
were under the direct patronuge or protection of Japanese 
Army and Gencarme. The puppet "Guvernment", knowing how 
very harmfvl this was to tne Chinese people, was powerless 
to interfere. In fact, many licensed opium dealers were 
themselves manufacturers of heroin. “his greatly intensified 
the poisoning of the Chinese people, 


Since 1944, the market price of opium went up so much 
as tostiirvlate the srugviing of opium from Kalgan. The 
traffic was carried on by a well organized group under the 
leadership of Japanese and Korean rascels, In order to avoid 
discovery slong the border, cpium was wrapped in small pack 
rubber sacks and concealed in delicate parts of the body 
for transoortation into Poiping and Tientsin. Newspapers of 
those days reported shocking tates of how leakage from these 
srall rubber sacks caused the death of many smugglers, who 
were made first victims of Japanese Drug Policy. 


(III) Japanese atrocities roughly classified under the 
following two categories: 


A, Atrocities of Japanese army units against Chinese 
noncorhatants in rural districts. These atrocities 
were so numerous that only a few remarkable instanees 
were cited below: 


1. Commander Mizuno ( ), Chief Intelligence 
Officer Kagawa ( ), Assistant Intelligence 
Officer Ebi ( ) of the 38th Battalion of the 


4204 Japanese Army Unit, massacred 128 innocent women 
and children by swords ox by bvrying them alive, on 

the 24th day of the third month, Chinese lunar calen- 
dar, in 1945, at Chuan-TIwen-Tsong village, 4th Pistrict, 
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Chiao-Ho-Hsien, in Hopei Province, This was 
covered by a report of the local Government of Chiao- 
Ho-Hsien which includes a list of the victims. 


2. The Ishiratsv ( ) Unit Commander with his 
roeps killed more than 40 noncorbatants on January 
2''th and 28ch, 1938, wnon vassing through Wang-Chia- 

To Vilisge of Kao» Yang Heien xn Hopei Province. 
Agenin, the sene Ishimatsu Unit murdered 67 innocent 
civilions on February 25th, 1638, at Po-Shih-Chuang 
Village, in the same Kao-Yang Hsien, 


3. 2nd Lt. Yemezali ( ), together with his 
subordinate officors Nakerura ( ), Yokoo ( ), 
Shirai ( ), Orishi ( ) and the troops 

uncer his command, massecred more then 200 innccent 


peuple in September, 1943, wWiiie stationed at Kao- 
Yeng Hsien, in Hepei Province. Azain the same group 
arzestea many people and ceused to death to more than 
one thovsend non-cewbatants by starvation or freezing, 
Aiso in Sepromber 1°43, when passing through Jen-Chiu 
Hsien, in Hopsei Province, 


The atrocities cited above were recorded in the report ° 
of the Hepei Provincial Government. 


B. Atrocities of Janpancse Gendarmes, Special Service 
Corps, Railway Garrison Corps, and Special Service 
Boards agains’; Chinese pecpie including puppet 
officers, officiais, merchants and citizens. 


During Japanose oeevpation, atrocities committed 
ageinst the Chinese peovle by Japanese Ger.darmes were 
weil Kauovm. The Railwoy Garrison Corps in searching 
passengers on the railways were as ervel and fierce 
as the Gendarmes. Since September 1943, Japanese 
organized tne so-called ‘North China Special Garrison 
Corps', or simply ‘'1420A Untt,' Those stationed in 
Peiping were the notorious and well known Mitani 

Unit ( ). In plain cloth and in disguise, the 
officers and men of this '1420A Unit' arrested Chinese 
at rendom and tortured then Ln vasious ways. This 
Unit was Givided into ten companies seattering all 
over North China, They were far worse then tne 
Gei:ternes. Lt, Genernai Keto ( ), Comnaander of 
Japanese Gendarmes in North China, was concurrently 
Commander of this‘1420A Unit', Many Gencarne 
ofrizers were transferred to serve in this newly 
created cCrps. 


In discharging my duties as a Judge of the Military 
Covrt for Trving Yer Criminals in the General Head- 
quaters of the Elevonth War Zone, I came to know 
many atrocities committed by Japanese, These atroci- 
ties may be calssified as follows: 


1. Furning of villages. 

Hsin-Kvo--Chuang, a viliage in the vicinity of Tang- 
shan City, was burned in the Spring of 1943 by 
Japanese Gendarmes and the Ling-Si Branch of the 
Japanese Special Garrison Corps under the command of 
Tokami ( ), a warrant Officer. In this village 
of more than 400 families, there was only one house 
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left unburned and only twenty inhabitants left 
alive. (Evidence: See Court Records of January 
1946 when I condvcted proceeding in the Military 
Court trvine Tokami. The records were taken by 
clerk Hsivn-Yuan Wang). 


2, Priscnors bitten to death by dogs 

Chinece »7lseners were often criven into a yard 

wheve hunzry police dogs immediately set upon them 

and tore them to pieces, (Evidence: same as in 
the preceding paregraph). 


3. Forcing water into the nostrils of prisoners. 
4th Chinese prisoners tightly bound on their back, 
large quantity of water or even pepper water was 
poured into them throvwgh the nostrils. With water 
getting into their iunrs prisoners wovld spit 
biood or die after fainting, (Evidence: confession 
of Japenese Sergeant Hayashida, Fusiio ( 9 
formerly of the Spectai Garrison Corps in Han-Tan- 
Hsien, Hepei Province, made at the above mentioned 
Covrt during trial conducted by me on 22nd January 
1946, Proceedings recorded by clerk Hsiun-Yuan 


Wang). 

4, Torture by electric current 

To force confession from Chinese prisoners pas- 

Le electric current of small voltage over t eir 
odies, 


5, Torture by burning 

Live matches were appiied to the head of prisoners, 
Red hot irom clubs were applied to the skins of 
prisoners. 


6. Wooden reds were thrust into the genital organs 

of women (Evidence: (4) to (6) above, sce Records 

of the investigation of Yamaguchi, Toshiharu ( F 
formerly Chief of Japanese Palice Station at Feng-Tai, 
condveted in the above-mentioned Court.) 


7, Compulsory sexual intercourse of men end women who 
were strangers to each other. If they refused to do as 
ordered, they were immediately shot to death. 


8, Pretty women were accused to be members of the 
Communist Arry. Burning matches were applied to the 
hair on delicate parts of their body just to poke fun 
ovt of their shyness, evasiveness and pain, 


9, Corn was thrust into the genital organs of women 
(Atrocities listed vnder (7) to (9) above were com~ 
mitted by Katsugawa ( ), rank unidentified, 
in Ap:il 1942, at Feng-June Hsien, Hopei Province. 
See report of the EHpei Provincial Office of the 
Kvomintang Party.) 


The above crimes based upon documental evidence were but a 
very smell fraction of the innumerable inhuman atrocities 
committed by the Japanese, 


I hereby testify that the facts in this statement are facts 
either obtaincd through my personal experience or brought to 
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my knowledge during trials of Japenese wer crimrinels 
conducted by myself in Court Proceedings. They represent 
trve facts. 


(signed) Col. Cheng-Ying Kiang, 


Formerly Judge Advocate (with 
Cotonel. s rauit) the Hopei-Chahar 
Pact fication Headquarters. Now, 
Coionel Jvdge of the Military Court, 
Gererai Headquarter, the Eleventh 
Yar Zone of China. 


Date: March 23rd, 1946 (the 35th Year of the Republic of 
China), 


This is to certify that the above staterent was made by 
Col, Cherg Yice Kiang himself. 


(signed) Hsiun-Yuan Yang, 


Formeriy Judge (with Captain's rank), 
the Hopei-Cnahar Pacification Head- 
quarters, Now, Chief Clerk (with 
Cantain’s rank} of the Military 
Court, General Headquarters, the 
Eleventh War Zone of China. 


Date: 23 March 1946 (the 35th Year of the Republic of China.) 
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